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A brief {History of Herov, Tetrarch of Galilee. 


HUMAN nature is in all ages the same. As face 
answereth to face in a glass, so doth the heart of man to 
man. Upon this principle, we may derive useful in- 
struction and warning, from the history of past ages, and 
a delineation of ancient characters. 

The person now introduced, is one of these instructive 
characters. This Herod was the son of Herod the Great, 
who slew the infants of Bethlehem. The sacred biogra- 
pher has given us but a sketch of his life; sufficient, 
however, to shew that he possessed a detestable character. 

He divorced his own wife, and seduced and married 
the wife of his own brother. This led to other enormities. 

John the Baptist, who was now at court, saw, and, 
like a second Daniel, faithfully and openly exposed the 
crimes of his royal hearer. John declared, that his con- 
nection with Hevodias was incestuous, and highly crim- 
inal, This faithful address produced such an effect ag 
might naturally have been expected. John was immedi- 
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ately arrested and cast into prison. Even this severity 
did not satisfy the infamous Herodias.. She was impor- 
tunate for his death. Her importunity was, however, 
for the present unavailing ; for “ Herod feared John, 
knowing that he was a just man, and an holy.” By the 
force of conscience he was restrained from further vio- 
lence, but listened to John’s instructions, even after he 
was cast into prison. He probably sent for him, as Fe- 
lix did for Paul,-and attended to his instruction. “ He 
observed him,” and what is a remarkable circumstance, 
‘“‘ he heard him gladly.” From hence it appears, that 
his conscience was awakened. and his passtons moved by 
the plain instruction and pomted reproof of this messen- 
ger of God. 

It may seem paradoxical that sucli characters as Herod 
should ever be pleased with a faithful gospel preacher ; 
but this difficulty is remeved, at least in part, by con- 
sidering that “ the abilities, address, and eloquence of a 
preacher, may be admired and applauded, even when 
his doctrines and exhortations are disregarded. The 
novelty and sublimity of Christian doctrines, may inter- 
est the hearer, where no Christian affections «re excited, 
and no saving impression made upon the heart.” 

The case of Herod, though a melancholy, is not a 
singular instance. The prophet Ezekiel had many such 
hearers. “ Lo, thou art unto them as a very lovely song 
of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well. upon 
an instrument: for they hear thy words, but do them 
not.” Christ had such hearers: and John had others 
beside Herod * who were willing for a season to rejoice 
m his light.” 

Herod exceeded many who hear and applaud the 
preachers of the gospel. ‘ He did many things.” He 
saw the necessity of a reformation. He attempted it. 
He renounced many of his evil habits. He visibly com- 
plied with many duties—But still retained the infamous 
adulteress ; and is one of thousands of instances which 
will eternally illustrate and-verify the following description 
of Solomon—“ She hath cast down many wounded ; yea, 
many strong men have been slain by her: her house is 
the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death.” 

Notwithstanding Herod revered the Baptist, he final- 
ly listened to the artful importunitics of Herodias, and 
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consented to his death. Conscience remonstrated, but 
must not be regarded ; his unlawful oath is alledged in 
justification of the bloody mandate; and to avoid the 
imputation of perjury, he perpetrates a horrid murder. 
This is done, not to satisfy his conscience, but to pre- 
serve his credit with the enemies of God. 

His history concludes as might justly be expected.— 
He was defeated in battle by Aretas, an Arabian prince, 
whose daughter he had married and divorced ; and soon 
after was driven from his throne with disgrace, and he 
and his partner in guilt died in exile. 

Upon this sketch of the history of Herod, we may 
remark, 

1. The ruinous progress and tendency of vice. In 
the instance before us, the gratification of lust issued in 
murder. This is no uncommon case. Thousands of 
unhappy infants, the offspring of unlawful love, have 
been made the victims of this unhallowed fire. No per- 
son becomes extremely wicked at once. “ The greatest 
monsters in vice have commonly begun with petit-larceny 


villanies; and seared their consciences by a repetition of , 


crimes.” The demands of unlawful desires indulged, 
will generally increase till they produce the most fatal 
consequences. Thus, “ lust, when it hath conceived, 
bringeth forth sin ; and sin, when it is finished, bringeth 
forth death.” 

2. How forcible is the voice of conscience !—~Herod 
rould free himself from John’s reproofs, but could not 
forget that he had shed innocent blood ; -and under the 
pressure of that conviction was rendered miserable. His 
conscience haunted him like a spectre; and when he 
heard of the fame of Jesus, he was ready to conclude 
that John had risen to avenge his own murder. ‘ This 
is John the Baptist whom I beheaded; he is risen from 
the dead.” 

3. The history of Herod furnishes a key which un- 
locks the heart of many an infidel. Herod is generally 
supposed to have been of the sect of the Sadducees, who 
denied the immortality of the soul, a resurrection, and 
the existence of angels as spirits: but his infidelity for- 
<ook him when he had most need of support; and upder 
the terrors of a guilty conscience, he confessed the horrid 
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secrets of his soul— This is John whom I beheaded ; 
he is rtsen from the dead.” 

4. From the example of Herod, we may learn, that 
from the mere force of an awakened conscience, there 
may be great reformations, without any change of heart 

—“ Herod hear’ ‘ohn gladty, and did many things.” 

5. It is an civions conclusion, from the foregoing 
history, that pcrsons may be led to admire plain and 
faithful preachers of the gospel, from other motives than 


a love to the truth.. 
EUSEBIUS. 


Btographp. 
Memoirs of Mrs. Thankful Church. 


[Continued from No. 3—page 71.) 


THE pen of Infpiration, in delineating the charaéer of faints, 
has exhibited their views and exerciles of heart. How much do we 
read, in the Pfalms, and in other parts of Scripture, of mourning 
for fin, thirfting for God, being delighted with his law, longing for 
perfe& holinefs, earnettly defiring divine mercy, rejoicing in the 
Lord, extolling and blefiing his name? Thefe things furnith a rule 
of trial. Paul, by the direGion of the Holy Ghott, has given us an 
epitome of his experience as an awakened, convinced, and convert- 
ed finner, in Romans vii. g—25. Every child of God may there be- 
hold, in miniature, his likenefs. It is by attending to ourfelves and 
others, in this view, that we can form fome judgmeut as to real 
character. Perfons may be moral and outwardly righteous, while 
their hearts are full of iniquity—having never experienced the fpe- 
cial grace of God. It is the motive, which renders an a@ion holy or 
finful. The heart charaferizes the man. ‘Tothe heart, God looks. 
This mutt be purified by fovereign grace, before the lite will be holy. 
Asa man thinketh ir his heatt, fois he. Ifthe heart be not influ- 
enced by fupreme love to God, and fupreme regard to his glory, there 
is no real obedience to his commands. 

Thefe were the views of Mrs. Church. She was not content witht 
the form—the ardently detired the power of godlinets. Few perfons, 
perhaps, are more blamelefs and inoffenfive than fie was in her be- 
havior and converfation. But with this, the was‘not fatisfied. It 
was the religion of the heart, which fle earncitly fought. This, mav 
appear, in fome degree, from the following ex:ra&s from her private 
writiqgs. 

ss Saturday, Fune 2, 1798. Thisday, I have folemrly and renew- 
edly devoted myfelf to the Lord; chociing him for my portion and 
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my all; defiring to ferve him with my whole heart; refolviag for the 
future to live more circum{pedé and watchful.—Moft holy, moft mer- 
ciful God, I befeech thee to keep me by thy grace, and grant me 
itrength and fortitude to perform every duty, for the Mediator’s fake. 
O grant me the bleffings of the covenant.” 

‘‘ Monday, Fune 11. Ia the morning, I felt diftrefled with regard 
to fome outward circumitances—was burdened with the corruption 
and wickednefs of my heart—and feared that I fhould not condué& 
fuitably in the difficult place which I expeéted to be in. Felt defirous 
that 1 might have the prefence of God, to direé& me in my duty, and 
keep me from falling into fin. In the evening, I rejoiced in the good- 
ne{s and mercy of God; and continued ina thankful,compofed frame, 
till I fell afleep.—What reafon have I to blefs God, who is continu- 
ally furrounding me with his mercy !” 

‘* Sabbath, Fune 17, . This evening, I had fome freedom and en- 
largement in prayer for myfelf, the family in which I live, for dear 
friends, for our land, and the whole human race—that vice and im- 
morality may fall to the ground, and that the religion of the bleffed 
gofpel may be univerfal!y embraced in its purity. May I never for- 
get to call upon God, who condelcends to give a liftening ear to our 
prayers, and is ever ready to affift our infirmities. O may I never 
approach the throne of grace, but with humility, fenfible of my weak- 
nels and unworthinefs, and With faith in the Mediator,” 

“« Fuly 16. [After mentioning that fhe had, the preceding day, 
attended the funeral of a young perfon, fuddenly cut down by death, 
Mrs. Church made the following reflections ]}—Youth and beauty will 
not keep at a diftance the bold archer, Death! Of what importaace 
to be virtuous and pious while young—to embrace the offers of the 
gofpel—to attend to the one thing needful—and not put off the work, 
for which I am fent into the world, until pleafure fhall ceafe to al- 
lure, and the days draw nigh, when I fhall fay that I have no pleafure 
iathem. Icannot ferve my Maker too young. He claims all my 
days. But, alas! how Ihave mifpent my time! My time is fhort. 
Eternity 1s before me. May I be duly impreffed with the thought. 
May I not lofe one hour of precious time. Time is the gift of God. 
Every hour carries me nearer eternity. O boundlefs profpe&! An 
eternity of deferved mifery : but I hope, through the mediation of 
Chritt, it will be an eternity of unfpeakable happinefs. May I be 
vigilant and watchful. May I never forget the profpect before me.— 
O my God, I befeech thee, for my Redeemer’s fake, prepare me for 
death! Amen.” . 

“* August May I record the mercies of the Lord towards me, 
with gratitude. How great are his favors to me, who am unwor- 
thy of the leaft of his mercies. Yefterdav, I was permitted to go to 
his houfe, and at his table to commemorate the dying love of my 
Redeemer. How the goodnefs of God is difplayed in appointing 
fuch glorious means for the edification of his church and people. 
Surely a day in his houfe exceeds a life fpent in the tents of fin. 
But why is it that Lam called to enjoy fuch ineftimable privileges ? 
It is because be will have mercy on whom be will have mercy. There 
was nothing in me to recommend me to his favorable regard. I 
fhould have gone with the multitude in the ways of fin, had he not 
gracioufly taken pityon me. May I learn humility. May I always 
confider what makes me to differ from others, and give glory to 
God. Away, Pride, Let me be humble and thankful. Let me 
ttrive to glorify that God, who hath done thus wonderfully for me, 
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relying upon his grace and faithfulnefs to complete what is lacking. 
J have no ftrength of myfelf to ftand. Omy God, my Father, my 
Redeemer, my All, keep me, by thy grace, from falling. Let me 
perfevere unto the end. Let me mot give occafion to the adverfary 
to reproach thy holy religion. Amen.” 

«« Sabbath evening, Oct 21. Laft Sabbath, I was permitted to at. 
tend public worfhip, and to join in celebrating the Redeemer’s dying 
love. [hada refrefhing feafL—was enabled, renewedly, to exercife 
faith in the Redeemer—to take him as my righteoufnefs and 
ftrength. Bur when thall 1 be rid of my remaining corruptions? I 
am vile and finful. I have, the week patt, been entangled with 
vain, worldly, vile thoughts. How often did they intrude them- 
felves into my mind, whenengaged in religious duties, fo as almott 
to deprive me of a fenfe of what I was doing. I was burdened with 
thefe vain thoughts, and ilrove againft them. But they icreafed 
upon me, till I was almoft drowned in the fea of vanity. What am 
I, when left to myfelf! Were not God all fufficient to fave, and 
his mercy boundlefs, where fhould I be? How good is the Lord. 
He has not forgotten to be gracious.—This forenoon, I was troubled 
with many vain thoughts ; but enabled to look to God for his pref- 
ence. I was afraid of a wandering mind, fhould I go to his houfe. 


. Tartended in the afternoon, with confiderable engagednefs. How 


amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hofts. What are all the 
pleafures of this world, without communion with God. Qne drop, 
from the fountain of divine love, will make infinite amends for the 
lofs of worldly pleafure.” 

** Sabbath, Sept —1800. On reviewing my paft life, what caufe I 
find, of grief and lamentation. Alas! The difhonor 1 have brought 
on the religion of Jefus. O my ftupidity and coldnefs in religion. 
I have joined with others in levity and vain converfation, when [ 
fhould have reproved them by my fobriety and pious converlation ; 
and thus led them to fee, that the religion of the gofpel has delights 
far furpaffing all carnal mirth ; and that the only thing worth living 
for, isto glorify God. I befeech thee, O God, for the Redeemer’s 
fake, to pardon mine iniquity, for it is great ; and lead and guide 
me by thy Spirit. Let me realige, that God, the holy angels, and 
faints, are obferving me ; that wicked men and devils are obferving 
me, pleafed with my halting, and ftriving to bring difhonor on re- 
ligion, and oppofe the Redeemer’s caufe. Alas! how many poor 
fouls I have injured, and itrengthened their hearts in wickednet oo 
O Lord, keep me from a moroie, unfociable difpofition, and a finful 
converfation. Grant me that wiidom which is from above. | 

** Bleffed be the Lord, who is long-fuffering towards me. He hath 
not dealt with me according to my deferts ; nor rewarded me ac- 
cording to mine iniquity. Norwithftanding my exceeding wicked- 
nefs in backiliding, he has graciouQy returned and vifited me with 
his falvation. He rejoices my heart with the good news, that the 
Redeemer’s kingdom is advancing—that he opens the hearts of fin- 
ners in various places, to receive the glorious gofpel. Bleffed be 
God for the comforts of this day. Let me never forget the caule of 
the Redeemer. May Zion lie near my heart.” 

<* Saturday evening, Dec 13. attempted to join in the concert 
of prayer with God’s dear children in various places. Bleffed be the 
Redeemer, for the glorious privilege which his friends, in diftant 
parts of the world, may enjoy—thev may approach the throne of 
grace, unite in one common caufe—the great caule, in which God 
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has been engaged ‘rom the beginning ; 20a they may be wlifted by 
one Spirit. Lenjoyed fome freedom and engagednefs~-%). femen 
thing of my dependence and unworthinels. iifter pravc’, I was 
led to fome faint thoughts on the bieflednefs of the com nurien of 
faints in the heavenly world. Mott meeciful Cod, pregons, me te 
glorify thee in the world of glory, and te enjoy thy communion of she 
faints in light. Amen.” 

‘* Sabbath, Dec. 14. Biefled be God, he has warried me uhrew sk 
another of his holy days. How many Sabbaths I have milpe: 
Yet God ftill bears with ime. ihad isome degre of folemnity. | 
atrended public worfhip ; and enjoved fome fervency in prayer ; 
efpecially fince public worthip. IU tad ardent defires and longi: 
that religion might revive aad Zourif in this sowa, [Pelham] tho 
a general reformation might take place, that Gul would here gis 
rify is great name, and manifell himi-if to be a God of iniawsy 


power and tovereign mercy. [ had fome freedom.» praying for uo 


minitters of the goipel, for relatives, and Gear chr diane through we 
world. Moft bleffed God, thou art the feareher «| als eras; Wve 
knoweft whether my zeal be falfe and feifith, or -eheth..; L arm ia 
fiuenced by chy Spirit, and have thy love fhed ab/ wid ia, my Sveust. 
Search and try me, O God. Dilcoverts me my uc viarshew and 
aims. Lead and guide mein the way everiaftn My nar Neve 
nor forfeke me. May Chrift be formed in me, & haope OF grlory. 
Amen.” 

** Sabbath, Dec 21. Inthe morning, J was wiry niuch troubieds 
with felfifh, difquieting thoughts, fo that I fsarcaty smew wilar.te 
think of mytelf. I went to the howfe of Gov! ans rei armed wi uh the: 
fame wicked heart. in the afternoon, I he:rd heawen deloy set. as 
aholy place, and many things pariicularized.. 1 cdt as Ciiupr ic 
was juit fuch a heaven as I longed for. || had; Yome defies ica be 
there and to be perfeaily holy, dani a poor Gud worm oy the int. 
God, by giving me up to the power of -i0 00 aad a ¢ wal hevarg, 
teaches me my own weaknels, sd my cortlant dependence om 
fovereign grace. But bletfed be (od, thai he ‘oes net, give mmc ap 
entirely ; but while he hides hia “ace, } > cxercufes trwcer compa 
fion. O God, continue to me tie grac ous ville ?tiews of thy Svourit. 
Ute me, while in this world, ¢s fhal!, b« mot for chy gir, and 
ther receive me to thyfelf for Chrift’’ <.."" 

“* Sabbath evening, Fan —1803. Al. 
fuitably humbled for the worldiy tem ur "caveeme cifed. Sy fac 
a temper, I mifpend the time whica (J iyives mo te glorify Inirn 2 
and I alfo raake my Jife alife cf flavers 2 dillawis’ pliots: whereas 
if I made the glory of God my grea chivS, and eas neawenly mimi- 
ed, trufting in God, I fhould enjoy cunt: at pieeicre amd deligh: : 
even though my body might be fatigues s* idilfor “red, while I ev. 
deavor to maintain decency in she ‘a ion i whit Lac: placed, ard 
to render my family and frienls comterabie. God‘: not a hurd 
mafter. He does not require that of me. which, if my heart was 
right, would prevent my feeking his giory, 2 od jiving a Life oF tere 
vent prayer and devotednefs to him. {con iav2 w» excufe for cot 

living in this manner. A worldly frame of ming is (urely ret a 

comfortable frame to live in; and iz cufth acod one to die in l= 

What method fhall I purfue, that, by ihe g ace of God, 4 may live 
above the world, and have my heart and or veriatios in uesven ? 

‘er. Let me carefully examine what ig uuty, ava cheeri@ily com- 
ply, and deny every felfith purfuit. 
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«2. Let me conftantly eye the providence of God in ail that 
takes place. j 

«© 3. Let me habitually cherifh a fenfe of my depravity and prone- 
nefs to go aftray, to difhonor God, to injure my own foul and the 
fouls of others ; and fervently look to Goc for wifdom, grace, and 
firength. Let me daily keep at the feet of Jefus, and learn of him. 

«Othat I felt as I ought, on reviewing my pait life. I have 
reafon to be exceeding low. I may be a wonder to myfelf. I have 
greatly difhonored God, and injured the religion that I profefs. I 
defire to blefs thee, O Lord, that I ftand a mouument of thy 
patience and forbearance, Thou mighteft juftly have cut me down 
inthe mid of my fin and rebellion. It is becaufe thou art God and 
not man, that I have been fuffered to live and {hare fo largely in thy 
goodnefs. My fins are asa thick cloud, In innumerable ways I 
have abufed thy: mercies; and when thou haft rebuked me, I have 
been perverfe. Blefled be thy name, that thou hatt not given me 
up to follow the devices of my own wicked heart, and tuffer the 
natural confequences of my redeilion. May 1 remember and be con- 
founded, and never open my mouth any more on account of my fin. 
For Chrift’s fake, have mercy onme. Amen.” 

«« Yan. 1, 1804, May I be enabled, at this time, fuitably to re- 
fle& on the various providences of God towards me, the year pal}. 
It has been an important year tome. May I have grace, wifely to 
improve ail that has taken place. Refle&, O my foul, and be hum- 
bled for ali the perverfe, peeyifh, murmuring thoughts, which thou 
haft indulged at any time. Let me lament my unprofitable life. The 
Lord, in infinite mercy, has lengthened out my life to the prefent 
time. He has dealt with me, both by mercies and afflictions, when 
he might jullly have cut me down as a eumberer of the ground, and 
cait me into remedilefs wo and mifery. But, adored be his mercy, 
Iam ftill fpared. I was brought low and he helped me.* From the 
borders of the grave, I cried, Q Lord, have mercy on me. He gra- 
cioufly anfwered my prayer. Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and alt 
that is within me, biefs his holy name, and forget not any of his 
benefits. Idefire, G Lord, to blefs thee for all thy providential 
dealings towards me. What condefcenfion that thou fhouldeft thus 
seal with fuch a rebellious worm—that thou didit not cut me down 
in an initant. O bleffed afli&ions, when the Lord is pleafed to put 
underneath his arm of mercy. Blefled be the Lord, that, in the 
near view of death, he did thus fupport and comfort a poor, finful 
worm. O that thou wouldit not leave nor forfake me in the folemn 
hour of death. May this year be peculiarly devoted to the fervice of 
the Lord May I be enabled to glorify him with my body and fpirit, 
which are his. -Let all that I hold dear, be confecrated to his fer- 
vice. O fubdue my proud, ftubborn, rebellious, felfifh heart,” 

** Sabbath. Have this day been permitted to go to the table of 
the Lord. It is fix months fince I have enjoyed the privilege. O 
that my {pared life may be entirely devoted to God. May I be hum- 
bled that I haye no more exalted thoughts of the Redeemer. 

**O Lord, fearch and try me. Is it not my earneft, my prevailing 
defire to be holy, to honor and glorify God all the days of my life? 
Tnen why amI thus?) Why am I fo deftitute of the fruits of right- 


* Mrs. Church bere refers to the 24th of the preceding October, when 
she was delivered of a child, still born, Her situation then was peculiar- 
ly critical and dangerous. 
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eoufnefs? Have I not given up myfelf to the Lord, foul and body, > 
and all thatisdear tome? Then why fo prone to murmur and re- ‘ 
pine, as though my Lord did not fit at the helm of the uviverte, di- 
re&ting every event in wifdom and mercy ?—May I be . umble and 
penitent ; fubmiffive and patient, faying, at alltimes, Mot my will, 
but thine be done.—O Lord, let thy grace be fufficient for. me: out of 
thy fulnefs, let me have grace and ftrength for every time of need. 
Let me grow in grace, and in contormity to thy hely, perfe& law. 
Lotd, wilt thou undertake for me. Deliver me from this ungrate- 
fyl, rebellious heart. Let not fin reign over me. Let me not be en- 
fnared with fatan’s devices. He isa fubtie adver‘arv ; and my heart 
is deceitful above all things, and defperately wicked. Lerd Jefus, 
take me into thy care. Let thine holy angels keep around me as 
guards and monitors. Let thy Spirit dwel! in my heart; and let thy 
itrength be perfe&ed in my weaknefs © Lord, lam finful. ‘Thou 
art holy and gracious: therefore will I hope ju thee.” 
(To be continued. | 
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On the Doctrine of Perseverance. pelle 
According to 1 Peters. 5. ; 

“ Who are kept by the power ¢ foot through faith, unto 


sa lgation” 
[Continued from No. 3—pase 79. } 


' 
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IT has been shewn, that these words are applicable 

to every regenerated believer-—That alth ough such are 
not kept from ali evil, either natural or mora!, nor all of 
them from all gross sins; yet they are kent from total 
apostacy— hat they are thus kept by the power of God, 
yet through a faith in which they are and continue to be 
agents—And that the certainty of this appears from the 
import of the gospel covenant as a better covenant than 
any other, and irom: many positive Scripture declara- 
tions. 

Now some of the most plausibie objections against the 
doctrine of perseverance are to be considered. 

1. Against the doctrine that no true Geijover ever 
loses all his holiness, it is objected, that David and Pe- 
ter, after they were good men, committed such wicked- 
ness as they could not have committed if any measure at | 
the love of God had then been in them. 
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Answer. That David had been a good man many 
years betore his great wickedness in the matter of Uriah, 
cannot be reasonably disputed. From his youth, he was 
aman of piety after God’s own Heart. But it is not 
granted that he was without any seed or root of holiness, 
even when he sinned so presumptuously. It is thought 
his wickedness, great as it was, may be accounted for 
without supposing him to have been totally unholy. He 
had strong fleshly propensities. He was ina station of 
great tempiations, and probably his religion had been 
for some time declining, till, after the custom of kings 
in those days, he could sacrifice the virtve of one, and 
the life of anpther, as he was led by the flesh lusting 
against the spirit. But, says the objector, David was 
a@ murderer, and we read that no murderer hath eternal 
life abiding in him. The answer is, it is by no means 
evident that David was a murderer in the sense of the 
apostle John. He is speaking of love to the brethren 
as an evidence of regeneration, and of hatred to them 
as an evidence to the contrary. ‘ We know,” says he, 
“chat we have passed from death to life, because we 
love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother 
abideth tn decth. Fehorrever hateth his brother is a 
murderer, and we know that no murderer hath eternal 
jife abiding in him.” Now, who will say, that in this 
sense, David hated Uriah? Though he devised means 
for his death, yet it does not appear to have been at ail 
from such persecuting hatred as Cain had, who slew his 
brother. It was to cover previous, abominable wicked- 
ness, that David took such a method to get rid of vai- 
iant Uriah. And it is evident, that he preferred a 
way for this, in which Uriah’s life might have been sav- 
ed. Itis, therefore, far frora being even probable, that 
David was such a murderer as hateth his brother. Yet 
he was so exceedingly guilty, that there was occasion 
enough for him te pray, as in his penitential Psalm, 
** Deliver me from biood guiltiness, O Lord.” It is 
moreover objected, that if there had been any good thing 
in David, he could not have remained solong, without 
manifesting repentance for his great wickedness. ‘ihis 
objection supposes, that David was impenitently stupid, 
till by the command of God, Nathan went to him. But 
this Is not evident. It cannot be proved, that David 

10 











ay 





On the Doctrine of Perseverance, 107 


had not made penitent confession to his God before. 
But however penitent he might be, stili 2 more public 
manifestation of his repentance was necessary, and for 
this purpose, Nathan was sent to him. These things 
considered, who, believing that in every goud man, 
there is as it were the company of two armiss, -v ill con- 
tend that David had lost all his religion?  invregard tw 
Peter, an answer to the objection is now sbyious. Pe- 
ter was undoubtedly a true believes in Christ, before he 
so shamefully denied his Lord. or whem muy went 
away from Christ, and he said to his disciples, “ wil! » 
also go away 2” Peter, as it seems, with an Seart ove 
flowing with love, said, “ Lord, to whom shall we o> ?¢ 
thou hast the words of eternal life.” And wivcn at ar- 
other time Christ asked his disciples, “ whon, sav 
that Iam?” Peter «nswered, *“ thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” And Jesus blessed him, sav- 
ing, “ flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto thc, 
but my Father who is in heaven.” Moreover, Peter 
had such faith in Christ, and such ardent love te him, 
that he said, * Thongh all men chonld deny thee ‘vet 
will notd. If I should die with thee, I will not <eny 
thee.” And he did fullow after his imprisoned Lord 
when others all forsook him and tied. But wnen:.cus- 
ed of beine a disciple of the prisoner, who subm? «vd to 
such indignities, his fleshly pride and fears wre 
wrought ur, that he repeatedly and impiously said, “4 
know not the man.” Such, however, was the see’ ce- 
siainiog in Deter, that a look of Jesus made hiri © out 
anc we ; bitterly. On the whoie, st dees ro’ opear, 
that either David or Peter, or any other «od maa, 
whose faults are recorded in Scripture, eve’ came, af- 
ter regencration, totally unholy for a moo at. 

2. Itis however objected, that som who are sup- 
posed tc have been good men did £2. so as not to be 
recovered again. Saul, who was, ‘ divine appoint- 
ment, anoiated king of fsrael, is © n mentioned as an 
instance of this kind. But wher is the evidence that 
Saul ever was aman of true .ety? He had indeed 
some good qualifications for. ruler, and in many re- 
spects he reizned well fora .ne. Yet it is evident, that 
he was given rather i» /.gment than in mercy to the 
people over whom he mr jned.» Had he another heart 
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given him at the beginning of his #civo? 7 re is na 
evidence that this was any thing more tha) uch a val- 
iant heart as has been given to mary ‘y clevaicd iife, 
who had no holiness. Did salen at so" e times proph- 


esy ? So did Balaam, and sii: or ey wha, in heart, 
9 b ] 

were never on the Lord’s side. ' 5 the Spirit of the 

Tord taken from Saul in hi« last is? so it has been 


with many who had always re: ced the: ‘Holy Ghost. 
For God has said, “ my spir: shall not always strive 
with man.” Against these vings, it belongs te objec- 
tors to prove, that Saul we once a man of true religion, 
before any thing fo their urpose can be made of him. 
Judas i is anothe. ‘ustan stil! more insisted on. But it 
aiso remains te be dy that Judas was at any Umea 
truc believer. He place among the disciples, and 
it seems they did .t question his sincerity, till the sep 
was given him. get, whatever appearances he might 
put on, he we always a covetous man, and a son of 
perditioz:. (Crist, speaking to his protessed disciples 
on @ time, ©.d, asin John vi. 64. “ The me, are some ot 
you that | lieve not ;” and itis added, * For Jesus 
knew troy, the beginning who they were on believed 
RO, an ‘who should betray hin.” Does this look as 
thovg: Judas ever wasa true UVeliever? But, says the 
olyeor, what will you do with the words of Christ in 
bi ast prayer with his disciples, recorded in John xvii. 
‘', “hose thou gavest me I have kept, and none of 
nem is lost but the son of perdition.” By some learn- 
g and sound divines, this text is understood as though 
read thus, “ Those thou gavest me I have kept, and 
one of them is lost ; but the soa of pe rdition, not being 
one of them, is.” T his they conceive to be the original 
meaning. There is, however, another way to answer 
the objector. Although i in some parts of the praye i, 
Christ evidently prays for the whole number given bh: 
to save, yet in that part under consideration he may 9: 
unde~stood as speaking only of those then present. He 
say , “ And now ! am no more in the world, but ther 
are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father. 
keep, through thine own name, those whom thou hts: 
given me. While I was with them in the world, [ kept 
them in thyname. Those that thou gavest me, T have 
kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition, 
12 





Ox Parental Duties. 109 
that the Scriptures might be fulfilled.” Understanding 
this section of the prayer, as refering particularly to the 
twelve given to be with Christ, as they were, the mean- 
ing is obvious, and does not imply that Judas was ever 
agood man. Though given to be one of the twelve, 
that the Scriptures might be fulfilled, yet this proves 
nothing in his favor. In short, it appears that he fell 
from an high profession, and from the eminence of the 
apostotic office ; but it does not appear that he fell from 
a state of grace. Any other instances which are thought 
incomistent with the doctrine of perseverance, are easily 
answerable in the same way. It cannot be proved, that 
any cne who appears to have been a final apostate, was 
ever a regenerated. believer. However confidently any 
believe that Saul, or Judas, or Ananias and Saphira, or 
Simcn Miagus, or Demas, or any other apostates, were 
true believers for atime, it nevertheless remains to be 
proved. And until it is more than believed by many ; 
until it is fairly proved, that at least some of those were 
once Israelites indeed, their apostacy amounts to noth- 
ing against our doctrine. 


a TIMOTHY. 


[To be continued, ] 


Letters to a Brother on Parental Duties. 


LETTER II. 


[Continued from No. 2—page 47.] 


Dear Broruer, 

IT is pleasing to perceive that you are so impressed 
with parental obligations—that you so deeply feel your 
situation, as a parent, to be solemn and highly respon- 
sible. Yes, my Brother, vou have duties to perform, 
which require constant vigilance and exertion. Your 
whole soul should be engaged. For God places your 
offspring peculiarly under your care.’ His command ‘is 
express and infinitely binding : Train up a child in the 
way he should go. Prov. xxii. 6. What way is this 
Is it the way cf the world, which lieth in wickedness 
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Krow ye not that the friendship of the world is etimity 
with God ; and that to walk according ‘o the course of 
this world, is the way to eternal death ? You cannot 
suppos® ¢ext God requires you to ‘rar up vour child in 
this way. %¢caonot be vour duty cs teach your son, 
either by precej* or exariple, to profane the Sabbath, to 
trample on Go's Isw, io veject his Son, and despise 
his grace. It nrust then be your duty to train up your 
child in the way of godliness. This is the way he 
should go. For it i¢ t22, way to eternallive. You must 
know, thai if he is not taught to walk in this strait and 
narrow way, he will wai in the broad wav to destruc- 
tion. Hethat welheth with wise men «rai! be wise, and 
blessed. forever ; but a companion of fosls shall be de- 
stveye?. Would you have «our dear little son be a com- 
panion of fools and suffer their endless icom? But this 
will be his awful condition, «xcept he becomes the real 
discinle and follower of Jesus Christ. Should he arrive 
at manhood, he may be moral, as the term is generally 
understood ; he may be refiiued and polite, and sustain a 
reputable character a and be a useful member 
of civil society ; and yet®be impeniteit, unholy, totally 
unfit for heaven, and numbere: with those, whose cnd 
is destruction. You cannot dovix the correctness of this 
remark, my Brother, if you have properly attended to 
the gospel ; x and have seen and :+Is, 1a reference to your- 
self, the :, Except you are born «<gurn, you cannot see thi: 
kingdom of God. The politeness and morality of this 
world are useful in the prc ci stute ; but ‘they are 

essentially different from that holiaess which prepares 
men for heaven. ‘he pure in ’cart shall see Got, 

Your duty, my Brother, is erged upon you in other 
passages of God’s word. Correct th y son, and he shail 
give thee rest 5 yea, he shall grr delight unto thy sou!. 
Withhald not correction from the c sae > for if thou bentest 
him with the rod, he shail not de. ‘Thou shalt beat him 
with the rod, and shalt deliver fais ie soul fr om heil. , Bring 
them up in the nurture and admenition of the Lord. Read 
also Deut. vi. 6-7. Are not these commands piain 
and express? How can vou evade taeirforce / Have 
you not a solemn charge? Have vou not sn important 
work fo perform ? For you will observe, that sou are 
commanded so to correct and instruct your offsp-ing, 25 
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to prevent their final ruin. You are commanded to 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, that they may be meet for Gud’s eternal kingdom. 

Let not an evil heart of unbelief, my Brother, reject 
this view of parental duty. Unwillingness to do what 
God requires, is exceedingly apt to fill the mind with 
prejudices and objections against plain commands. A 
wicked heart is fruitful in excuses. To God’s authority 
let us cordially submit. Then duty will be plain and 
delightful. You will never be faithful to your offspring, 
except you faithfully attend to your own immortal con-~ 
cerns. You must be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord, 
if you would teach those under your care to keep the 
way of the Lord. You must daily set before them an 
example of humble; fervent piety. If you are not truly 
exemplary in your wa! and conversation, your counsels 
and instructions will d» little good. Take heed unto thy- 
self See that your own heart is right with God, and 
atedfast in his covensat. Then his grace will be sufi- 
eient for yor. 

Afiectionately yours, 
° PHILO. 


The Fruits of Inquiry. 
No. II. 
(Continued from Repository Ne. 2—page 46 ] 


ACCORDING wt the encouragement given in the 
preceding number, some proof may now be offered in 
support of the opinion, that St. Paui was the first to 
whom it was revealed that the Mosaic rites were abol- 
ished. 

The epistie to the Galatians is a vrincipal source of 
information im this case. From the contents of the 
epistie it »s obvious, that it was occasioned by the senti- 
meats and conduct of false teachers, who urged the ne- 
vessity of observing the rites of the former dispensation. 
it also appears, that Paul had occasion to reply to cer- 
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tain, accusations against himself ; which were so fully 
known to the Galatians, that he had no occasion expli- 

citly to state them, but only to imply them, or allude to 
shes in his answers. One of the accusations appears to 
have been of this import, viz. That Paul had received 
his instructions from the other apostles, and yet taught 
a doctrine contrary to what was taught by them. 7 o an 
objection of this nature, he appears to have had a 
ence, chap. i. ver. 11—12. “ But I certify you, breth 
ren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not 
after men. For I neither received it of men, nor was 
I taught it but by revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

In support of these assertions, he farther stated, that 
after his conversion he did not so much as see the other 
apostles for the space of three years—** When it pleased 
God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and 
called me by his grace, to reveal his Son in me, that I 
might preach him among the Gentiles ; immediately f 
conferred not with flesh and blood: Neither went I up 
to Jerusalem to them who were apostles before me ; but 
I went into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. 
Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see 
Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. But other of 
the apostles saw I none, save James, the Lord’s broth- 
er.” Gal. i. 15—19. 

Such were the facts he thought proper to state, to 
evince that he had not been taught by the other apostles, 
but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

But what particular doctrine may we suppose it to be 
to which he refers ? It was doubtless that about which 
the contention existed in Galatia ; and concerning which 
he was traduced by the false teachers. And this was 
evidently a doctrine which respected the abolition of the 
ancient institutions, or their non-necessity in the gospel 
state of the church. 

In the second chapter, Paul stated the circumstances 
of his second visit to Jerusalem ;-—“* ‘Then fourteen years 
after, I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and 
took Litus withme. And I went up by revelation, and 
communicated to them that gospel which I preach among 
the Gentiles, BUT PRIVATELY TO THEM WHICH WERE 
OF REPUTATION, lest I should run, or had run, in vain.” 
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We may now observe, 
1. That Paul preached among the Gentiles a gospel, 
or a doctrine, respecting the gospel state of the church, 


which he was taught, not by man, but y + revelation 
of Fesus Christ. 

2. That doctrine which he preact rong the Gen- 
tiles he thought it not prudent to « neniy at Jeru- 
salem ; but privately to persons » he could place 
confidence.— Hence, 

3. It was a doctrire * not taught by the 
other apostles who had - 1 tcusalem. For if 
the other apostles hac’ s. ve doctrine openly 
among the Jews, as Pav. sae) among the Gen- 


tiles, he would have had no occas cu iv. such precau- 
tion or such privacy. 

In the preceding number it was proved, that, at least, 
twenty-five years from the crucifixion, James and the 
elders, and the many thousands of believing Jews in 
Judea, adhered strictly to the ancient rituals ; and that 
the report of Paul’s preaching in favor of the abolition to 
the dispersed Jews, occasioned great-alarm to his triends 
in Jerusalem. Indeed, the manner of his preaching‘on 
this subject was made the ground of the hue and cry 
raised against him, at the time he was apprehended. 
“ The Jews which were of Asia, whenthey saw him in 
the temple, stirred up all the people against him, and 
laid hands on him, crying out, Men of Israel, help ; this 
is the man that teacheth all men every where against the 
people, and the /aw, and this place ; and further bro’t 
Greeks also into the temple, and hath polluted it.” It 
was evidently respecting his views concerning the aboli- 


tion and discentinuance of the ancient rituals, that the 


talse or Judaizing teachers raised a clamor against him 
in Galatia. It was in defence of his doctrine upon this 
point, that he had occasion to write his epistle. to the 
Galatian churches. And since we can conceive of no 
other doctrine upon which it is likely that he differed 
from the other apostles, or which was so likely to en- 
danger his life at Jerusalem, we may rationally conclude, 
that this was the doctrine which he communicated pr7- 
vately to men of reputation. And since it is evident 
that something of importance was revealed to him by 
Jesus Christ, before it was revealed to the other apostles ; 
i M 
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is the kingdom of heaven.” No high degree of purity 
of heart, and of poverty of spirit, 1s here suggested as 
absolutely necessary to entitle tothe blessing. The pas- 
sages plainly imply, that the least degree of purity of 
heart and pov ore of spirit ensures salvation. Our Lord 
says agnin, ** W hosocver shall give to drink unto one 
of these little ones a cup of cold water only, in the name 
of adisciple, verily I sav unto you, he shall in no wise 
lose his reward.” If then, as vou hold, all men have 
some degree of holiness, and perform some morally good 
actions, all will be saved. 

Semi-Cal. 1 hold that all true saints, all who are 
born again, will be saved, and none else ; but I never 
supposed that all men are true saints, are born again. 

Calvinist. Ut is impossible, on vour theorv, to ascer- 
tain the essential characteristic of a saint, and the nature 
of the new birth, or regeneration. You have asserted, 
that all men possess some degree of grace, of holiness ; 
vet, you suppose all are not saints, ure not bora again. 
It follows from these principles, that the least degree of 
holiness in man, does not constitute the heavenly birth, 
is not regeneration, nor the essential chavacteristic of a 
saint. What then, I would ask, is the new birth? what 
is regeneration? what is the essential characteristic of a 
saint?! How many degrees of holiness must a man pos- 
sess to denominate hima regenerated person, a saint? 
Where is the essential difference between the regenerate 
and the unregenerate, saints and sinners, if it be not in 
this, the regenerate possess some degree of holiness, the 
unregenerate are totally destitute of every degree of ho- 
liness?) The Scripture plainiv shows us, that the begin- 
ning of even the least degree of holiness in man is regen- 
cfation, and the essential characteristic of « saint. Says 
an anostle, “ Every one that loveth, is born of God.’ 
Hic does not say,.“* Every one that loveth in a high de- 
evec,’ but “ Every one that oveth,” that is, ever¥ one 
Ww Aes has the least degree of holy love, “ is born of God,” 
is a true child of God, areal saint. If then all men have 
some degree of holiness, they are all born of God, all 
true saimts, and on your own principles they will ail be 
saved. 

Semi-Cal. You pervert my principles: I do not be- 
licve ai! men are born again, are true saints. [ have said, 
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and still believe, that all men have a principle of grace 
or holiness, which, if cultivated, would lead them to sal- 
vation. But many stifle this heavenly principle, and 
tiever are born again ; and therefore will not be saved. 

Calvinist. True, you have not said that all men are 
born again, and are true saints, but your principles amount 
to this : for you maintain that all men have a principle 
of holiness. 

You observe, though all men have such a principle, 
vet all do not cultivate it, therefore are never born again. 
It seems then, accor ding to your view, that the new 
birth does not consist in a principle of grace, or holy 
love, but in cultivation of this principle. I would now 
inquire, how high a degree of cultivation is necessary to 
denominate one born again, or atrue saint? Besides, 
vou have said, that all inen do their duty in some meas- 
ure, and perform even religious duties. Is not this cul- 
tivating their good principle? You have also intimated 
vour firm belief in the doctrine of perseverance in holi- 
ness ; how then can you avoid universal salvation ? 
The Scripture confirms the sentiment, that where there 
is the smallest degree of holiness begun in any one’s 
heart, it will be continued and perfected unto eternal 
salvation. Christ compares grace in the heart to meet 
which endureth unto everlasting life, to rivers of living 
water, and toa well of water springing up unto everlast- 
ing life. ‘The apostle expresses his assurance, that 
where God has begun a ,apod work in man, he “ will 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” If, therefore, 
all men have some degrer of holiness, they will, by di- 
vine assistance, persevere in it unto eternal salv ation. 
On your theory of partial depravity, there is no way 
that you can avoid the doctrine of universal salvation, 
unless you deny the doctrine of perseverance in holiness. 
If, as you maintain, all men have a principle of grace, 
none ‘ever did, and none ever will, go to heil, but such 
as fall from grace. 

Semi-Cal; I do not like your method of reasoning ; 
you are endeavoring to make mea Universalist. Have 
I not told you, that I do not believe all men will be sav- 
ed? The Scripture denies the doctrine. What do you 
wish for more ? 
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Calvinist. Itis not my desire to make you a Univer- 
salist ; for you know that I as firmly believe as you do 
in the scriptural doctrine of endless misery. But I 
would wish to show you, and it is believed I have shown 
you, that you must cither give up your sentiment of par- 
tial depravity, or else believe all men will be saved. 
There is another article in your creed, besides that on 
depravity, which contains the very essence of Univer- 
salism ; but for want of time, we must defer farther con- 
versation to another interview. 


THEOPHILUS. 


[To be continued. } 


Thoughts on Fude 9. 


“ Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with 
the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not 
bring against him a railing accusatiou, but said, The 
Lord rebuke thee.” | 


WHAT is here intended by “ the body of Moses,” 
and what was the dispute respecting it, have been 
thought difficult questions. 

Perhaps a satisfactory answer may be furnished to 
both, by examining a passage, in the prophecy of 
Zechariah, chapter iii. verse 1—2. Here the prophet 
gives an account of a vision, in which he saw “ Joshua 
the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, 
and satan standing at his right hand to resist him : and 
the Lord said unto satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O 
satan ; even the Lord who hath chosen Jerusalem re- 
buke thee: Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire ?” 

Inthis passage, the high priest is represented stand- 
ing before Christ Jesus, called the angel, executing his 
office in offering sacrifices and prayers, for himself and 
the people ; and satan standing at his right hand to resist 
him, or in other words, to frustrate his prayers and in- 
tercessions, by alledging the sinfulness of the priest and 
the people. : 
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‘To this malicious importunity, Christ, the patron and 
judge of his saints, replies, “ The Lord reprove (or re- 
buke) thee, O satan.” However true the accusation of 
satan might be, yet by him it was maliciously urged, 
and therefore Christ answers him by a severe reproof. 
‘Two reasons, however, are assigned in this answer, why 
satan’s accusation should be rejected. 

1. That God had chosen this people, among whom 
to establish his church. ‘“ Even the Lord, that hath 
chosen Jerusalem, reprove thee.” 

2. That they had but just been delivered from the 
fire of a seventy year’s captivity. ‘“ Is not this a brand 
plucked out of the fire ?” 

In allthis, Christ brings no railing accusation against 
satan ; but replies in the very terms used by the apos- 
tle. From whence, it is natural to conclude, that the 
apostle alludes to what the prophet saw in this vision ; 
and if this be admitted, the obscurity of the passage in 
Jude vanishes. For it is obvious, 

1. That “ the body of Moses” means the Jewish 
church. 

2. That the matter of dispute was, whether the sin- 
fulness of the Jewish church, including priest and peo- 
ple, as alledged by satan, should prevent Christ’s an- 
swering the intercessions for them. 

If it should be thought an objection to the construc- 
tion which has now been given of this passage, that we 
do not find the Jewish church called “ the body of Mo- 
ses,” any where else in the Scriptures, it may be repli- 
ed, that as Moses was an eminent type of Christ, and 
the constituted head and leader of the Jewish church, it 
would be natural to expect, that a writer, who lived after 
the christian church was designated as “the body of 
Christ,” should mention the Jewish church as “ the body 
of Moses,” though it had never before been thus 
characterized. 

The similitude between the type and the anti-type 
would naturally lead to the same expression respecting 


the bodies, which they respectively represented. 
EUSEBIUS. 
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Religtous Futelligence. 


EE 


WE hear, that there is a special attention to Religion 
at New-Haven and Litchfield, m Connecticut ; and at 
several places in the District of Maine, particularly at 
Canaan, on Kennebeck river. We have not yet been 
favored with the particulars from either place, except 
what is contained in the following from the Panoplist for 
February last :— 

Revival of Religion in New- Haven. 
Extract of a Letter from President Dwight, dated New- Haven, Feb. 2, 
1808, to one of the Editors. 

An attention to religion is prevailing here, which 
g.ves much pleasure to all its friends, and which exceeds 
any thing known in this town for many years. Eleven 
persons were admitted into Mr. Stewart’s church last 
Sabbath. 

A Letter from another hand, of the 16th, says, 

I am exceedirgly rejoiced to inform you, that there 
is great reason to hope for a general revival of religion 
here. Not less than forty persons in Mr. Stewart’s con- 
gregation are more or less concerned about religion ; 
some of them deeply ; and some have obtained a hope. 
These are exclusive of eleven, who entered the church 
three Sabbaths ago. You will rejoice with us. 


—— —-— 


REPORT 
Of the Trustees of the New-Hampshire Missionary . 
. . ciety. 


PREVIOUS to the last annual meeting 

in June, 1807, there had been paid into the 
treasury, - - - - - $.2167 
Total amount of expenditures - - - 959 


Balance in the treasury - - - - 1208 73 

The whole number ot weeks of missionary service 
performed previous to that time, were 194. 

At the annual meeting of the Society, at Hopkinton, 
June 3, 1807, the following persons were chosen offi- 
cers of the Society for the year then ensuing :— 
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Rev. ELIHU THAYER, President. 
Rev. ETHAN SMITH, Secretary. — 
Mr. ENOCH LONG, jr. Treasurer. 
Rey. Messrs WILLIAM MORRISON, 
SAMUEL WOOD, 
JESSE REMINGTON, |! 
MOSES BRADFORD, 

WALTER HARRIS, T 
JOSIAH CARPENTER, > mustees, 
ETHAN SMITH, 
ASA M’FARLAND, 
ABIJAH WINES, 

Major JOHN MILLS, 

Joshua Morse, Esq. Mr. Joseph’ Towne, and Major 
John Mills, a committee to recelye proper security of 
the Treasurer. 

Rev. Walter Harris, and Mr. Joscph Towne, audii- 
ors of the Treasurer’s accounts. 

The Trustees voted to have 52 weeks of missionary 
service performed the then ensuing vear : 26 weeks west 
of Lake Champlain ; 16 weeks in or near the northern 
extremitics of this State ; and 10 weeks north of Tam- 
worth and round the White Hills. The Rev. Messrs, 





D. L. Morril_and Christopher Paige were appointed to, 


perform, in company, the 26 weeks to the westward ; 
the Rev. D. Sutherland, the 16 weeks to the northward ; 
and the Rev. L. Bliss, the 10 wecks north of Tamworth. 
Providentially, the 13 weeks assigned to Mr. Morril 
and the 16 weeks to Mr. Sutherland failed. The latter 
16 weeks were assigned, by the Trustees, at their semi- 
annual meeting, to the Rev. Mr. Porter, ef Plainfield, 
and were performed. 


FUNDS. 
Oct. 1, 1806. Balance inthetreasury $1208 73 
CONTRIBUTIONS. 

From Concord - - - - - - = = = $26 00 
Littleton - - - - - = = = = 3 34 
Francistown - - - = - = = = 18 26 
Hopkinton - - - - + - - = = 11°10 
Boscawen (east society) - - = = 2000 
Hollis - © « «© «© «© © see: 2% SG 
Goffstown - - © -© © = © = = & § 
Newport - - - - - - - - - 12 51 
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Boscawen (west society)  - 
Salisbury - - - - = - 
Plymouth - - - - =- - 
ON eee ee ee ee ee 
Henniker (Calvinistic society) 
Northwood a” ae ete 
Chichester - ai. « 
Dunbarton - - - - - 

Pemem + «.. <« « & 
Canterbury - = le : 

in new settlements, N.Y. iy Rev. A. Pettengill 


Avails of Lemale Cent Societies, 


From Concord - 

Francistown 

Hollis - 

Canterbury 

Goffstown 

Dunstable 

Dunbarton 

Plymouth 

Raymond - 
By the hand of Mrs. Eliza M?Farland, 
By ditto - - - 


By interest on loans” - ° ‘ 
DonaTrons. 


From an unknown hand, inclosed in a letter, 
supposed to be from a female, - - - 

From a friend to missions, by Rev. W. Harris, 
From Capt. Woodbury, Bethlehem, - - 
From Rev. Gad Newell, Packersfield, - 
From Deacon John Smith, Francistown, —- 
From the wife of Mr, Enoch Gerrish, Canterbury, 
From Mr. Samuel Orr, Goffstown, - - 
From Miss Ruth Stickney, Pembroke, - 
From a friend to missions, by Rev. E. Smith 
From the estate of Capt. Tenney, Dunbarton, 
From Mr. Enoch Morril, Warner, - 
From a friend to missions, by Rev. I. Potter, 
From Mr. John Dimond, Concord, - 
From Rev. Micaiah Porter, Plainfield, - 
From Capt. 1Lhomas Caldweil, Dunbarton, 
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From the annual tax on 94 members, at 2 dols. 188 00 
From two members, newly cntered, - 4 00 
Interest on loans of money the present vear, un- 

known at present. 


Total, $.1945 69 





DISBURSEMENTS, 
By order of the Trustees, subsequent to the last published 


statemert. 
To Rev. D. Staniford, for missionary services, $.21 00 
To Rev. A. Pettengill, - - ditto, 128 OO 
To Rev. Lemuel Bliss, - - ditto, 162 00 
To Rev. Christopher Paige, - ditto, 252 00 
To Rev. Isaiah Potter, = - - ditto, 18 50 
To Rev. Micaiah Porter, - ditto, 144 00 
To the Treasurer, for a trunk, - - 2 00 
To ditto, for stationary, - - 0 25 
To ditto, for services, - - 5 00 
To the Secretary, for services, ~ - 5 00 
To Rev. A.M’ Farland, for books for distribution, 10 00 
To Francis Mitchell, for ditto, 6 18 


Paid for printing, - win 9 ust seiite a 





Total, $. 858 93 
Balance in the treasury, exclusive of interest 
on loans of money the current year, $.1086 76 





$.1945 69 





Deations in books for distribution, since the last public 
statement. 
27 pamphlets from a lady in Hollis. 

1 bible from a lady in Francistown. 

12 pamphlets from Rev. David L. Morril, Goffstown. 

1 Testament, and 1 Franklin Primer, from a lady in 

Goffstown. 
34 pamphlets from Mr. William Symonds, Hillsboro’. 
20 pamphlets from a friend to missions, by F. Mitchell, 
Washington. 

Total amount of services performed on missionary 
ground, 233 weeks—viz, 79 weeks in the northern parts 
of New-York, and 154 weeks in the northern parts of 
New-Hampshire. MW 
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Total number of books distributed, and on hand for 

distribution—85 volumes, and bound books—1124 pam- 

phlets, including primers. 

‘Total am’t of monies paid into the treasury,$.2904 79 

Total am’t of expenditures, for services,kc. 4818 O¢ 
Balance in the treasury, 1086 75 


The journals of our mifionaries have not been uninterefting. We 
believe their labors have been a mean of advancing the Redceme:’s 
caule, inthe converfion of finners, and in the inttrufion and comfort 
of many a folitary Chriftian. We muft further folicit the fravers, 
and the contributions, of the friends of Zion, to aid the obje4 of the 
Society. It is acaule which will prevail. God is exciting, in the 
multitudes of his children in the Chrittian world, an unufual degree 
of ardor for the promotion of ic: and he is attending theirefforts 
with much fuccets. 

“ The fecret, combined, and formidable efforts, which, for the 
jaft half century, were made, to ‘‘crsh” the Redeemer, and his caufe, 
have alarmed and awakened his friends to make correfponding ex- 
ertions for their funport ; and the effeds produced have confounded 
the enemies of the crofs, comforted arel animated the hearts of its 
friends, and aitonifhed the world. The heralds of the meek and low- 
iy Jefus are now proctaiming his gofpel on the iflands of the Weitern 
Ocean, in South America, in the heart of Africa, iflands in the In- 
dian Ocean, among the populous nations of India, in China, in Tar- 
tary, and along the northern regions of Europe and North America. 
Yet alittle while, in the prefent courfe of events, and the gofpel {hall 
literally be preached to every creature under heaven.”  Panopitst. 

Bleffed are thofe who have hearts to aid this building of God, who 
come up to the help of the Lord againft the mighty. We have reafon 
to blefs God for fo good an opportunity todo it. While the king- 
dom of darknefs in the world appears to be verging toward the 
threfhold of ker inevitable ruin, and the figns of the times are be- 
coming more and wore alarming to the enemies of God, Zion is un- 
folding her chambers of falvation, and inviting us to enter and finda 
bleffed afylum from the impending ftorm. Ifa. xxvi. 20, 21. 

But, iv order to partake of this good, we mult be workers tozeth- 
er with Chrift, in the fupport and propagation of his gofpel. The 
knowledge of the great falvation is, by the initrymentality of men, 
to be diffufed among the heathen This is Chrift’s prediétion, this 
his command—* Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, found an alarm in my 
holy Mountain’’—** Many fhall run to and fro, and knowledge {ha!! 
be increafed.” This is to be within a prophetical hour of myttica! 
Babylon. (Rev. xiv. 6, 7,8.) And does not the word of God curte 
every Meroz, who having opportunity, comes not up to this help of 
the Lord? (See Judges v. 23.) If we withhoid our aid, at fuch a 
time as this, help will arife from other quarters. God wil! fhow that 
he can do well without us ; the whole world is his ; and ail 
hearts are in his hands. And we, in our wicked negle&, fhall jofe 
the exalted benefits of having been the mean of the falvation of im- 
mortal fouls, and of advaneing: the latter day glory of the Great 
Redeemer. 
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A Sketch of the Missionary Services of the Rev. Christo 


pher Paige, on a tour to the westward, 1807. 

ON the rft of July, Mr. Paige fet out from Hopkinton, and ar- 
rived at Salifbury, in Vermont, on the 4th, where he tarried over the 
Sabbath, and preached to a {mall but very attentive aflembly. On the 
Monday following, he croffed Lake Champlain, from Middlebury to 
WVillfborough in the State of New-York, where he preached in the 
evening to as many as could conveniently convene on very fhort no- 
ice, In this place the youth had inftituted a mofical fociety, and 
appeared to be making laudable proficiency in the art of finging. 
‘Two or three proteffors of religion withed to enjoy the privileges of 
the golpel, and a regular adminifiration of its ordinances. They faid, 
milionaries appeared to fhun them ; and they earneilly folicited Mr. 
Paige toafift them. They had generally met among themfetves on 
the Sabbath ; bur greatly felc the want of an inftrudor. 

July 7th, Mr. Paige travelled to Plat/bury ; and the next day be- 
ing appointed for the inftalment of the Rev. Mr. Pettengill, at Cham- 
plain, he rode 20 miles in the morning, to that place, and took an ac- 
tive part inthe folemn confecration. During the exercifes, v. hich 
were performed on a little ifland in Blazy river, a great degree of 
decorum and folemnity were vifible in the multitude of people aflem- 
bled on the occalion. He continuedat Champlain during the neat day. 

On Friday he went to Cherzey, (where the people were previoufly 
informed he would {pend the enfuing Sabbath) attended a church 
conference, and on Saturday vifited a number of families. On the 
Sabbath, there was a general colle&ion of the inhabitants, who were 
very attentive tothe word preached. In this place is a {mail church, 
and us members appear to be feeking after that which is good. One 
of them, now an aged man, who fuftained an immoral charader be- 
fore he obtained a hope and profeffed religion, is confidered a diftin- 
guithed trophy of grace. On being afked whether he had found 
Chit, he anfwered, « Chrift, I think, has found me.” Such in- 
itances afford evidence of an omnipotency or authority in true relig- 
ion, which commands efleem and refpe& from the vileit of men. The 
charch and people here, appear to be able to fupport the gofpel ; and 
ihey are exerting themfelves to obtam its precious privileges. 

On Monday, rode to Moors, and the next day preached toa {malt 
circle of people, who appeared to hang on the lips of inilrudion with 
hearts lifted up to heaven. 

On Wednelday, proceeded cn his tour, and having arrived at 
Pomroy’s tavern, inthe woods, preached in the evening to the fam- 
ily and fuch travellers as had taken lodgings there for the night. 

On Thurfday and Friday preached at Chateuga and Malone. At 
Malone is a large and fourifhing church, and mott of the inhabitants 
are indultrions and religioufly ditpofed. Vhev have a houfe ereded 
which they defign for an academy, and in which they afiemble on the 
Sabbath for public worfhip ; and they were forming into a fociety, 
agreeably to the conflitution of the State, in order to fettle a gofpel 
miniher. 

On Saturday, proceeded to Moira, and concluded to keep the Sab- 
bath, At this place the people are few in number, buc regular im 
their habits, and attentive to the facred werd, They have no church 
formed. Two or three protets religion, and all meet on the Sabbath 
for public worihip. Preached to the people on Monday afternoon, 
aud gave them # pamphiet publithed by the New-Hamy {live Miffion- 
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ary Society, which was publicly read to them the enfuing Sabbatli ; 
and with which they were highly pleafed and edified. 

On Tuefday, rode to Hopkinton ; and on Wednefday preached a 
le&ure. Here werea few profeffors, but no church organized. Al. 
though they labored under many difadvantages, fome things wore a 
favorable afpeé. Several were much affe@ed in time of fervice ; 
and after the aflembly was difmiffed, their countenances exprefled 
more thoughtfulnets than is often feen among hearers. 

On Thurfday, reached Stockholm ; the latter patt of the day 
preached a le@ure: and having intimated a willingnefs to tarry with 
them over the Sabbath, they publicly manifefled their with for it; 
and the church concluded to have the facramental supper adminifter- 
ed, and a preparatory lecture preached, which was attended on Frie 
day ; after which a young man manifefted ftrong convidtions, view- 
ed himfelf as a very great finner, and appeared convinced that fhould 
he die in his prefent condition, he fhould certainly be miferable, 
He faid, in the courfe of his life he had often been under convidions, 
but now had different views of things from what he ever had obtain. 
ed before. On Sabbath day, during the public worthip, the whole 
affembly were folemn and attertive ; and when it was clofed, they 
were unwilling to leave the place in which they met. An opportu- 
nity for converfation being afforded, the young man before mention- 
ed was afked refpedting the itate of hismind. He anfwered with be- 
coming modefty, that he was more compofed ; and that while read- 
ing, in the courfe of the day, our Savior’s fermon on the mount, he 
received a degree of fatisfacion he never before experienced in 
reading the Bible. 

On Monday morning, he faid he had felt fome remorfe of con. 
fcience after he went from meeting the day before, becaufe he did 
not {peak of Chrift, and commend him to the people as a Savior 
whom they greatly needed ; and to be ina ftate of delufion he thought 
really dangerous and truly lamentable. He was told, that if he had 
indeed become a new creature, God would, in his own appointed 
time and way, make it more and more manifeft to him ; and by per- 
feverance in duty, he muit expe@ to attain a clear difcernment of 
{piritual things, and commend Chrift to his fellow-men. 

Cn Monday forenoon (having received a fmall donation from a 
friend to miflions) rode to Poi{dam ; and in the afternoon attended a 
leGure preached by a miffionary from Conneéticut, to a fociety calle 
ed the Union People ; which exercifes Mr. Paige clofed with pray- 
erand an exhortation. Thefe people have, in the main, adopted 
the Moravian fyftem, and are copying after it, believing it will oe 
univerfally embraced in the days of the Millertnium. They were at- 
tentive. It is thought manv of them placed too much dependence on 
periodical amens ‘n time of feryice, and took mechanical or uttera- 
ble groans tor unutterable ones. They invited Mr, Paige to tarry 
and preach to them the next dav : towhich he confented. He {pent 
the remainder of the week in preaching le@ures,and vifiting the fick. 
Notice being given that there would be a meeting on the Sabbath, 
in the middle of the town, the people generally affembled, and he 
preached two fermons to them ; then rode five miles, and preached 
athird. On leaving the place, a friend to miffions prefented him 
with a fmall donation, for the benefit of the Miffionary Society. 

On Monday he rode to Grafs-river, in Madrid, where he preach- 
ed on Tuefday, Wednefday, and Thurfday, to a flourifhing church 
and people, numbers of whom, in a jadgment of charity, felt ihe 
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weight of divine truth, and appeared to realize the importance of 
eternal things. 

On Friday proceeded to the river St. Lawrence, and concluded to 
tarry over the Sabbath. There being no houfe convenient for pub- 
lic worfhip, the people affembted in a fawmill, and were more atten- 
tive than there was reafon to expe& from the reception which other 
miffionaries had met with among fome of the inhabitants of the place. 
They made a fmall contribution for the benefit of the Society. 

As the Hampfhire (Maffachufetts) Miffionary Society had fent two 
miflionaries into the county of St, Lawrence, for the term of three 
months, and had, during the preceding winter, diftributed among 
the people upwards of one hundred dollars worth of books, Mr. 
Paige confidered it beft for the fervice on which he was fent, to re- 
turn into the counties of Clinton and Effex, where no miffionaries 
were then laboring. ; 

On his return, he preached as opportunity, health, and abilities, 
would permit.—Three le@ures in Madrid—one in Stockholm—one in 
New-Cheflerfield—one Sabbath in Malore—one le@ure in Chateuga 
—one in Cherzey—one Sabbath and four le&ures in Peru—one Sab- 
bath and three le&ures in Chefterfield~-two Sabbaths and five lec- 
tures in Willfborough and Effex—two le&ures in Jay—one leGure in 
Richmond, Vermont—one Sabbath and one leture in Canaan, New- 
Hampfhire—and in the courfe of his fervices baptized four chfdren. 

Mr. Paige was twelve weeks on his miffion. The inhabitants in 
general, and churches in particular, appeared to be thankful for the 
afle&ion and care which Miffionary Societies manifefted towards 
them. They really need the nurturing hand of the benevolent and 
pious, to lead them in the way of alltruth. In lending fuch a hand, 
to the feattered people in our new fettlements, we fhall receive the 
ea, of our own hearts, and enjoy real comfort till the end of 
ife. 

«« Then confcience, like a faithful friend, 
Shall through the gloomy vale attend, 
To cheer our dying breath ; 
Shall, when all other comforts ceafe, 
Like a kind angel whifper peace, 
And {mooth the bed of death.” 


Remarkable Reformation in Nova-Scotia. 


Extract of a letter from a young gentleman in Nova- Scotia, to his friend 
in Salém, Massachusetts, 
‘MY DEAR FRIEND, 

“‘T take the liberty to write, becaufe I think it will rejoice your 
heart to hear of the profperity of Zion—And I long that the glad tid- 
ings fhould fpread to the remoteft corners of the earth. 

“‘ There has been one of the mott remarkable reformations here, 
that ever was known. It has been a day of Pentecoft indeed—a 
great day of God’s power. For about a fortnight, it was Sabbath all 
over the town—all kinds of labor ceafed—veffels flopped loading— 
flores were {hut up—and all, from the leaft to the greateft, were in- 
quiring what they fhould do to be faved. The meeting houtes wefe 
Opened day and night; indeed every houfe was a meeting lioufe by 
turns: for the power of God would ftrike them at home, the houie 
would be thronged direAly, and there would be perhaps half a dozen 
Converted in a few hours time, They wonld go diredily to their com- 
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panions.and neighbors, and fay, ‘* God bas redeemed my soul; be bas 
taken my feet out of the horrible pit and the miry clay, and put a song in- 
to my mouth, even praise unto God : Come, my déar friend, share a part ; 
there is enough, and to spare; there 1s roomin my Father's kingdom.” 
So it has gone on through the place. Sometimes there would be a 
thoufand people affembled in one meeting houfe, and not a dry eye 
nor an unconcerned countenance there. The great, the rich, the 
learned and honorable, as well.as the poor and defpifed, are brought 
to the {ceptre of Jefus ; and. little children are lifping out the = 
of God. It is thought there are five hundred brought to the knowl- 
edge of the truth.” 
—_—— 


@rdinatton. 


ORDAINED, at Pembroke, New-Hamphhire, on Wednefday 
March 2, 1808, the Rev. AsraHAM Burnuam. The religioys ex- 
ercifes were performed by the following perfons :—Introdudiory 
prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Helt, of Epping ; fermon, by the Rev. Mr. 
Harris, of Dunbarton : confecration prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Up- 
ham, of Deerfield; charge, by the Rev. Mr. Allen, of Bradford, 
Maflachufetts ; right hand of fellowfhip, by, the Rev. Mr. M’Farland, 
of Concord; and the concluding prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Remington, 
of Candia, 


{Poetrp. 


NEW YEAR'S DAY. 


GREAT God, we fing that mighty hand, 
By which fupported ttill we ttand : 

The opening year thy mercy fhows ; 

Let mercy crown it ull it clofe. 


By day, by night, at home, abroad, 
Stil we are guarded by our God ; 
By his inceffant bounty fed, 

By his unerring coupfel led. 


With grateful hearrs the paft we own ; 
‘The future, all to us unknown, 

We to thy guardian care commit, 
And peaceful leave befuse tly feet. 


In icenes, exahed or deprets’d, 

Be thou our joy, and thou our reft; 
Shy goodnets ail our hopes thail raife, 
Ador’d through all our changing days. 


When death fhall interrupt thefe fongs, 
And feal in filence mortal tongues, ™ 
Our helper God, in whom we trutt, 

In better worlds our fouls shall boat. 











